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(57) ABSTRACT

An injection device including a carrier housing in which an
injection unit having at least one injection liquid container
that can be pressed out can be inserted, and an actuating
device which can be driven along an injection direction (R)
to activate the injection unit. The actuating device includes
a piercing carriage a receptacle for the injection unit, and an
injection carriage which can be displaced relative to the
piercing carriage. The injection carriage has an actuating
plunger for acting on a plunger of the injection unit. The
piercing carriage and the injection carriage can be actuated
by a force application means at least in order to carry out a
piercing stroke and an injection stroke, and a piercing depth
(tE) of the injection unit can be set. For this purpose, the
receptacle is mounted on the piercing carriage adjustably in
the injection direction (R).

19 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
SETTING OF PIERCING DEPTH

The invention relates to an injection device for medical
applications, according to the preamble of claim 1. This
injection device has a carrier housing into which an injection
instrument, such as a syringe or a carpoule, with at least one
injection-liquid container that can be squeezed out can be
inserted. Moreover, the injection device has an actuation
device, which can be driven along an injection direction in
order to activate the injection instrument and comprises a
piercing carriage, a receptacle for the injection instrument
and an injection carriage which can be moved relative to the
piercing carriage. Here, the injection carriage carries with it
an actuation plunger, by means of which a plunger of an
inserted injection instrument can be acted upon. In the
process, the piercing carriage and the injection carriage can
be actuated by a force-application apparatus, at least to carry
out a piercing stroke, in which a piercing needle of the
inserted injection instrument can be extended out of the
carrier housing, and an injection stroke, in which a liquid can
be pressed out of the injection-liquid container. Furthermore,
means are provided on the injection device for setting a
piercing depth; when said depth is reached the piercing
stroke is complete and the injection stroke can be initiated.

DE 20 2009 001 836 U1 has disclosed an electromechani-
cal injection device for medical applications. It has a pierc-
ing-depth stop which restricts the movement path of a
piercing carriage and, as a result, determines a piercing
depth. In doing so, the piercing-depth stop can be moved in
a translational manner by an adjustment screw which is
operable from outside of the carrier housing.

The advantage of such injection devices lies in the fact
that the piercing depth can be set in a particularly simple
manner and therefore also by the patient himself, for
example. However, being able to set the piercing depth
requires a relatively complicated mechanism because the
piercing-depth stop, in its respective position, must be
matched to the remaining means for controlling the piercing
and injection stroke.

The object of the invention lies in providing an injection
device which enables secure and simple setting of the
piercing depth while having a simpler design.

This object is achieved by an injection device having the
features of claim 1. Here, the receptacle for setting the
desired piercing depth is adjustably mounted on the piercing
carriage in the injection direction. This is how the piercing
depth—the distance through which an injection needle of an
injection instrument inserted into the injection device can be
moved out of the carrier housing in the case of an intended
application—is determined solely by the set position of the
receptacle with respect to the injection carriage and by an
unchanging end stop of the piercing carriage with respect to
the carrier housing. The other means for controlling the
piercing or injection stroke can, as a result of this, be
designed to be at least largely independent of the set piercing
depth, which in turn enables a simpler design of the injection
device.

Provision is advantageously made for fixing means, by
means of which the receptacle can be fixed with respect to
the piercing carriage in a set or selected position. This makes
it possible to permanently set the desired piercing depth.

Moreover, it is expedient if the fixing means have at least
one engagement element, which can be made to engage with
corresponding engagement counter-elements in one of sev-
eral predetermined engagement positions, as a result of
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which particularly stable fixing of the receptacle with
respect to the piercing carriage and hence the set piercing
depth is ensured.

In a particularly advantageous embodiment of the injec-
tion device, the engagement can be established by a locking
slide, which can be displaced between a locked position, in
which locking means of the locking slide engage with
locking counter-means of the piercing carriage, and a release
position, in which the locking means and locking counter-
means are not in engagement. As a result of this, detachable
fixing of the receptacle on the piercing carriage is made
possible by particularly simple means.

Here, it is expedient for the locking slide to be preten-
sioned in the locked position in order to fix the receptacle
with respect to the piercing carriage until another piercing
depth is set.

By contrast, in an embodiment of the injection device
which is an alternative to this, the locking slide is preten-
sioned in the release position. This can prompt the respective
user before each use to deliberately set a specific piercing
depth which corresponds to the respectively provided appli-
cation.

In the process, it is particularly advantageous if the
locking slide can be moved by a handle, which, in the release
position, projects into a receptacle space of the receptacle,
i.e. the receptacle can be blocked by the handle. Hence, a set
piercing depth can only be adjusted if no injection instru-
ment is fixed in the receptacle. In the case of the embodiment
with the locking slide pretensioned in the release position,
the receptacle is moreover fixed to the piercing carriage and
the piercing depth predetermined thereby is fixed when an
injection instrument is inserted into the receptacle.

Moreover, it is expedient if the handle is formed by a first
arm of a two-armed pivot member which is mounted such
that it can pivot about a pivot axis and, on a second arm, has
an eccentric cam for moving the locking slide, as a result of
which comfortable actuation of the handle against the
respective pretension is possible.

Moreover, provision is advantageously made on the pierc-
ing carriage for a display for determining the currently set
piercing depth, which further simplifies setting one of sev-
eral possible predetermined piercing depths.

In the process, it is expedient if the display has a scale
extending in the injection direction, along which a pointer
element of the receptacle can be displaced, as a result of
which a current position of the receptacle with respect to the
piercing carriage or the piercing depth predetermined
thereby can be read off particularly well.

In an alternative particularly advantageous embodiment
of the injection device, the receptacle and the piercing
carriage can be moved with respect to one another via an
adjustment mechanism, wherein the adjustment mechanism
can be actuated by an adjustment wheel which is accessible
from outside of the carrier housing. As a result of this, the
position of the receptacle with respect to the piercing
carriage and the piercing depth predetermined thereby can
be set by the user in a particularly convenient manner.

In the process, it is expedient for the adjustment mecha-
nism to have a spindle, which directly or indirectly meshes
with the adjustment wheel via a toothed-wheel section and
engages with a pick-up contour of the receptacle via a
threaded section. Furthermore, the spindle is mounted in a
rotatable manner on the piercing carriage. Such a spindle
makes possible a particularly simple and cost-effective pro-
duction of the adjustment mechanism.

In the process, it is particularly advantageous if the
toothed-wheel section in a meshed position with the adjust-
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ment wheel can be moved on the latter by means of a gliding
movement. In this manner, the adjustment wheel forms a
type of sliding bearing in respect of the toothed-wheel
section, allowing the meshing position of the two elements
with respect to one another also to be maintained during a
piercing stroke, which in turn simplifies the design of the
injection device.

Moreover, it is advantageous if the engagement element is
in this case formed by a housing-side latching lug, which can
latch into one of several latching receptacles introduced into
the adjustment wheel, as a result of which secure fixing of
a set rotational position of the adjustment wheel or the
corresponding translational position of the receptacle with
respect to the piercing carriage and the correspondingly
predetermined piercing depth can be ensured.

The figures illustrate an exemplary embodiment of the
invention, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of an injection device
according to the invention with an inserted injection instru-
ment,

FIG. 2 shows a piercing carriage of the injection device
according to FIG. 1, with an empty receptacle,

FIG. 3a shows a plan view of the piercing carriage
according to FIG. 2,

FIG. 3b shows a lateral view of the piercing carriage in the
direction IIIb from FIG. 3aq,

FIG. 4a shows a section in the plane IV.a from FIG. 35,

FIG. 45 shows a section in the plane IV.b from FIG. 3aq,

FIG. 5 shows a perspective illustration of the piercing
carriage according to FIG. 2 in a release position,

FIG. 6a shows a plan view of the piercing carriage
according to FIG. 5,

FIG. 65 shows a section in the plane VI.b from FIG. 6q,

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of an alternative embodi-
ment of the injection device according to the invention with
an inserted injection instrument,

FIG. 8 shows a perspective cut-open view of an adjust-
ment mechanism of the injection device according to FIG. 7,

FIG. 9a shows a plan view of a piercing carriage of the
injection device according to FIG. 7, with an empty recep-
tacle,

FIG. 95 shows a section in the plane IX.b from FIG. 9a,
and

FIG. 10 shows a perspective cut-out view of an adjust-
ment wheel of the adjustment mechanism according to FIG.
8, meshing with a spindle.

FIG. 1 shows an injection device 2 according to the
invention with a carrier housing 4, when the cover 6 is
opened. A syringe-shaped injection instrument 8 with an
injection-liquid container 10 has been inserted into the
injection device 2. Here, for the purpose of holding and
moving the injection instrument 8 along an injection direc-
tion R, the injection device 2 has an actuation device 12,
which has a piercing carriage 14 with a receptacle 18 into
which the injection instrument 8 can be inserted and an
injection carriage 16 by means of which the injection
instrument 8 can be squeezed out and which can be moved
with respect to the piercing carriage 14.

In order to be able to set a predetermined piercing depth
tE—through which, as illustrated by dash-dotted lines, an
injection needle 20 of the injection instrument 8 can be
moved out of the carrier housing 4—for an intended appli-
cation, the receptacle 18 is mounted in a displaceable
manner parallel to the injection direction R with respect to
the remaining piercing carriage 14, as illustrated by arrow M
in FIG. 2.
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Provided on the receptacle 18 there are fixing means 22,
by means of which said receptacle can be fixed on the
piercing carriage in one of several positions; this can be
gathered from FIGS. 3a, 35, 4a and 4b. Here, the fixing
means 22 have an engagement element in the form of a
locking slide 26, which can be adjusted by a handle 24 and
has locking means 28 in the form of teeth at one end facing
away from the handle 24. These locking means 28 can be
brought into engagement with locking counter-means 30,
the latter being embodied in a complementary manner to the
locking means 28; this can be gathered from FIG. 4a in
particular. This is how the locking counter-means 30, which
are embodied as toothed section, form an engagement coun-
ter-element, on which the locking slide 26 can be made to
engage into one of several possible engagement positions.
This is how the piercing carriage 14 and the receptacle 18
assume a locking position with respect to one another, in
which the receptacle 18 is fixed to the remaining piercing
carriage 14.

As can be gathered from FIG. 45 in particular, the handle
24 is formed by a first arm 32 of a two-armed pivot member
34, which is held on the receptacle 18 such that it can pivot
about a pivot axis S. A second arm 36 of the pivot member
34 forms an eccentric cam 38 which engages with the
locking slide 26.

As a result of pivoting the first arm 32 around the pivot
axis S into a receptacle space 40 partly delimited by the
receptacle 18, the piercing carriage 14 can be brought into
a release position, as illustrated in FIGS. 5, 6a and 6.
During this pivoting of the pivot member 34, the locking
means 28 of the locking slide 26 are made to disengage from
the locking counter-means 30 (see FIG. 6b), and so the
receptacle 18 can be displaced in the injection direction R
with respect to the remaining piercing carriage 14 in order
to set a new piercing depth tE.

In order, in the process, to be able to set a precise value
for the piercing depth tE, a display 42 is provided on the
piercing carriage 14, as can be gathered from FIG. 6a in
particular; said display has a scale 44 of a plurality of
settable values, along which a pointer element 46 fixedly
connected to the receptacle 18 can be displaced.

As soon as the receptacle 18 is displaced with respect to
the remaining piercing carriage 14 such that the pointer
element 46 points at a desired value of the scale 44, the
handle 24 is once again pivoted out of the receptacle space
40 and, as a result of this, the locking means 28 of the
locking slide 26 is brought into engagement with the locking
counter-means 30 in the corresponding engagement position
and it follows that the locking position between the piercing
carriage 14 and the receptacle 18 is reestablished. By
inserting the injection instrument 8 into the receptacle 18, it
is then possible to block the handle 24 to the extent that it
can no longer be pivoted into the receptacle space 40. Hence,
this also fixes the locking slide 26 in the engagement
position with the locking counter-means 30. Thus, in order
to be able to readjust the value of the set injection depth tE,
it would initially be necessary to once again remove the
injection instrument 8 from the receptacle 18.

Furthermore, an elastic force which pretensions the pivot
member 34 in an end position may be provided on the latter,
as indicated in FIG. 65 by arrows F1 and F2.

In the embodiment with the elastic force F1, the pivot
member 34 is in the process pretensioned in the locking
position as per FIGS. 2 to 4b, and so a set piercing depth tE
remains permanently fixed until a new piercing depth tE is
set by actuating the handle 24 and displacing the receptacle
18 with respect to the remaining piercing carriage 14.
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As an alternative to this, the pivot member 34 is preten-
sioned in the release position as per FIGS. 5 to 65 in the
embodiment with the elastic force F2. As a result of this, a
user is prompted to deliberately set a specific piercing depth
tE when an injection instrument 8 is inserted into the
receptacle 18.

After the piercing depth tE has been set and after the
injection instrument 8 has been inserted, the injection device
2 can then be triggered when the cover 6 is closed. In the
process, the actuation device 12 is acted upon by an e.g.
purely mechanical or electromechanical force application
apparatus (not illustrated in any more detail) of the actuation
device such that, during a piercing stroke, the piercing
carriage 14 and the injection carriage 16 are together moved
in the injection direction R until the piercing needle 20
projects out of the carrier housing 4 over the piercing depth
tE. Subsequently, it is then only the injection carriage 16
which is moved on in the injection direction R, wherein an
actuation plunger 48 of the injection carriage 16 (as per FIG.
1) presses against a plunger 50 of the injection instrument 8,
by means of which plunger the injection-liquid container 10
is squeezed out.

FIGS. 7 to 10 show an alternative embodiment of the
injection device 2, in which the receptacle 18 can, for the
purposes of setting the desired piercing depth tE, be adjusted
with respect to the remaining piercing carriage 14 by means
of an adjustment wheel 52 which can be actuated from
outside of the carrier housing 4. Otherwise the injection
device 2 corresponds to the embodiment described in respect
of FIGS. 1 to 6b.

To this end, provision is made between the adjustment
wheel 52 and the receptacle 18 for an adjustment mechanism
54, as can be gathered from FIG. 8. Said adjustment mecha-
nism has a toothed wheel 56, which is connected to the
adjustment wheel 52 and meshes with a toothed-wheel
section 58 of a spindle 60. This spindle 60 is rotatably
mounted on an underside of the piercing carriage 14. The
spindle 60 moreover has a threaded section 62, which
engages with a pick-up element 64 of the receptacle 18, as
can be gathered from FIG. 964.

Thus, as a result of rotating the adjustment wheel 52, the
spindle 60 is rotated by means of the toothed wheel 56, as
a result of which in turn the pick-up element 64 is moved
along the injection direction R by the co-rotating threaded
section 62 of the spindle 60.

In order, in the process, to be able to set a precise value
of the piercing depth tE, a number of possible values are
introduced into the adjustment wheel 52, of which the
respectively set value can be read off from outside of the
carrier housing 4 (see FIG. 7). Here, each settable value
corresponds to a specific position of the adjustment wheel
52, or the adjustment mechanism 54 overall, which can be
fixed by the fixing means 22, as illustrated in FIG. 8.

To this end, the fixing means 22 in this embodiment of the
injection device 2 have a latching lug 66 acting as engage-
ment element, which is held on the carrier housing 4 by a
spring arm 68 (see FIG. 8). Said latching lug can latch with
respectively one of several latching receptacles 70 con-
nected to the adjustment wheel 52 or toothed wheel 56. Here
each position of the adjustment mechanism 54, which can be
fixed in this way by means of the latching lug 66 and one of
the latching receptacles 70, corresponds to one of the
displayable values of the piercing depth tE.

As an alternative to the illustrated fixing means 22, it is
also possible to set the toothings of the adjustment mecha-
nism 54 by an appropriate selection of the tooth angles or
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6

tolerances such that the adjustment mechanism 54 remains
in a set rotational position as a result of a self-locking feature
alone.

Furthermore, provision is made on the toothed wheel 56
for a rotational stop 72, which, as illustrated, butts against
the spring arm 68 in an end position, as a result of which
overwinding of the adjustment wheel 52 is avoided.

After setting the piercing depth tE desired for the intended
application, the injection device 2 can thereupon be operated
in accordance with the procedure described for the first
embodiment.

The invention claimed is:

1. An injection device comprising:

(a) a carrier housing into which an injection instrument
with at least one injection-liquid container that can be
squeezed out can be inserted, and

(b) an actuation device which can be driven along an
injection direction in order to activate the injection
instrument, said actuation device comprising a piercing
carriage, a receptacle for the injection instrument, and
an injection carriage which can be moved relative to the
piercing carriage and has an actuation plunger for
acting on a plunger of the injection instrument,

wherein the piercing carriage and the injection carriage
can be actuated by a force-application apparatus, at
least to carry out a piercing stroke and an injection
stroke, and a piercing depth of the injection instrument
can be set, and

wherein the receptacle is adjustably mounted on the
piercing carriage in the injection direction.

2. The injection device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
fixing means are provided, by means of which the receptacle
can be fixed with respect to the piercing carriage in a set
position.

3. The injection device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
fixing means have at least one engagement element which
can be made to engage with corresponding engagement
counter-elements in one of several predetermined engage-
ment positions.

4. The injection device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
engagement can be established by a locking slide which can
be displaced between a locked position, in which locking
means of the locking slide engage with locking counter-
means of the piercing carriage, and a release position, in
which the locking means and locking counter-means are not
in engagement.

5. The injection device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the
locking slide is pretensioned in the locked position.

6. The injection device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the
locking slide is pretensioned in the release position.

7. The injection device as claimed in claim 5, wherein the
locking slide can be moved by a handle which, in the release
position, projects into a receptacle space of the receptacle.

8. The injection device as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
handle is formed by a first arm of a two-armed pivot
member, wherein the two-armed pivot member is mounted
such that it can pivot about a pivot axis and wherein the
handle has an eccentric cam for moving the locking slide on
a second arm.

9. The injection device as claimed in claim 1, wherein a
display for determining the currently set piercing depth is
provided on the piercing carriage.

10. The injection device as claimed in claim 9, wherein
the display has a scale extending in the injection direction,
along which a pointer element of the receptacle can be
displaced.
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11. The injection device as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the receptacle and the piercing carriage can be moved with
respect to one another via an adjustment mechanism which
is actuatable by an adjustment wheel.

12. The injection device as claimed in claim 11, wherein
the adjustment mechanism has a spindle which meshes with
the adjustment wheel via a toothed-wheel section, engages
with a pick-up contour of the receptacle via a threaded
section, and is mounted in a rotatable manner on the piercing
carriage.

13. The injection device as claimed in claim 12, wherein
the toothed-wheel section in a meshed position with the
adjustment wheel can be moved on the latter by means of a
gliding movement.

14. The injection device as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the locking slide can be moved by a handle which, in the
release position, projects into a receptacle space of the
receptacle.

15. The injection device as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the receptacle and the piercing carriage can be moved with

10

15

8

respect to one another via an adjustment mechanism which
is actuatable by an adjustment wheel.

16. The injection device as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the receptacle and the piercing carriage can be moved with
respect to one another via an adjustment mechanism which
is actuatable by an adjustment wheel.

17. The injection device as claimed in claim 12, wherein
the at least one engagement element is formed by a housing-
side latching lug which can latch into one of several latching
receptacles introduced into the adjustment wheel.

18. The injection device as claimed in claim 13, wherein
the at least one engagement element is formed by a housing-
side latching lug which can latch into one of several latching
receptacles introduced into the adjustment wheel.

19. The injection device as claimed in claim 16, wherein
the at least one engagement element is formed by a housing-
side latching lug which can latch into one of several latching
receptacles introduced into the adjustment wheel.
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